TALKING ABOUT THE PAST

1. How much do you know about the history of networking and social media? Can you match these events 1-5
to the dates a-e?

|
1 Tim Berners Lee created the World Wide Web a) 2006 @ W
2 Facebook started in... b) 1989 &
3 They launched Twitter in... c) 1971 /
4 MySpace started in ... d) 2004 ' Ww

5 Ray Tomlinson sent the first e-mail in e) 2003

You can find the answers here
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2. Now, find out

a. Who launched INSTagram .........ccccceeiiieiiieiiieisiese sttt st v

b. When they launched it ... e s
C. WhO created TIKTOK .....c.coceieiie ettt ettt s e e ane e steste s saesne e s
d. When they launched TikTOK .......ccceviiieiieiiere et
€. The year Google started.............oocivvieiiiie ittt
f. The year Steve Jobs created the iPhONe .......c.ccoovviviieieie i,

You can find the answers here
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3. P> Read and listen to this text about a tech conference last month and complete the text with the verbs in the
box.

were — gave — joined - was (x2) — attended - talked ‘
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Last month, we
incredible! The keynote speaker.........................Tim Cook, the CEO of Apple. He ......cccoevrvercerecrnrnens a presentation
on the future of technology. After the presentation, we.......................... other developers and..........cccccce....... about
new projects. It ......ccoevevveenee a great experience.



4. Read the text again and mark the sentences T (true) or F (false) and correct the false ones.

They were in San Francisco last month.

They attended a conference on new gadgets.

Tim Cook gave a presentation on the future of Apple.
The developers talked about the new projects.

It was not a good experience.
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GRAMMAR: the past simple

Look at the verbs in bold in 1 and 2 and the verbs in the box in 3. All these verbs refer to actions that happened in
the past: 1971; 1998; 2003; 2007; 2010..., last month, so they are in the past simple tense.

In English, we use the past simple tense to talk about actions or states that happened and finished in the past.
For example: "I worked for Arm from 2010 to 2022"

Mira los verbos en negritas en 1y 2 y en el recuadro en 3. Todos se refieren a acciones que sucedieron en el pasado:
1971; 1998; 2003; 2007; 2010..., el mes pasado y por lo tanto estdn en el tiempo pasado simple.

En inglés, usamos el pasado simple para hablar de acciones o estados que sucedieron y terminaron en el pasado
Por ejemplo: "Trabajé para Arm desde 2010 hasta 2022".

Mird de nuevo y observd qué tienen en comun la mayoria de estos verbos...

Si tu conclusidn es que lo que tienen en comun la mayoria de ellos es la terminacidn -ed, llegaste a la conclusién
correcta. Estos verbos se llaman regulares, porque siguen la regla de la -ed; es decir, forman el pasado simple
agregando -ed a su forma base.

En el siguiente cuadro, podés ver las reglas para agregar -ed segun la terminacion de los verbos:

Simple Past Tense
Regular verbs

~ Spellingrules [ Examples
base form + ed N“’a”‘ > walked
R |play  played
verbs ending in-e +d like > liked
move = moved
verbs ending in + y |carry < carried
v stucly =» studied
changey = i + ed ‘
Some verbs ending in |plan = planied

+
the second last letter is a vowel
= double the last letter + ed

stop = stopped

Los demas verbos en negritas, los que no terminan en -ed, se llaman irregulares porque no siguen ninguna regla
para formar el pasado. Algunos de ellos sufren algiin cambio (send — sent), otros no cambian (set — set), y otros
cambian totalmente (be —was/were). Es necesario memorizarlos para poder trabajar con ellos.

B L 1 IRREGULAR VERBS
M

@rbos irregulares os los tenéis que aprender de
memoria, porque no siguen ninguna regla. (22
columna de la lista de verbos irregulares)

De acuerdo a estas reglas, écual seria el pasado de los siguientes verbos?



1. copy 7. develop
2. edit 8. design

3. delete 9. classify
4. fix 10. plan

5. install 11. work

6. create 12. stay

Volvé a mirar todos los verbos, pero esta vez, enfocate en los sujetos que los acompafian (en celeste) y
completd la tabla de abajo.

SUBJECT PRONOUN PAST TENSE VERB END OF SENTENCE
Tim Berners Lee he created created the WWW ...
Facebook it started in ..
They Twitterin ...
Ray Tomlinson the first e-mail in ...
We a big tech conference
He a presentation on the future of ...
The new gadgets they were incredible!
The eynote speaker Tim Cook, the CEO of ...
It a great experience

Elegi la opcidn correcta (a) o (b) para completar las reglas

e A partir de la observacion de la tabla podemos ver que:
a) Laconjugacion verbal cambia con las diferentes personas gramaticales (he, it, they; we)
b) La conjugacion verbal no cambia con las diferentes personas gramaticales (he, it, they; we)

e Losverbos irregulares:
a) tampoco sufren ningln cambio con las personas gramaticales, sin excepcion
b) tampoco sufren ninglin cambio con las personas gramaticales, pero hay una excepcion: el verbo be,

gue tiene 2 conjugaciones en pasado, was y were. Was es el pasado de isy am, y were, el de are.

Para sintetizar, podemos decir que el pasado simple, en oraciones afirmativas, se forma de la siguiente manera:

TO BE REJULAR VERBS iRRESULAR VERBS
Ser o Estar Stempre se forman Cambian su forma. al pasarks
T sigutendo el mismo padtron al pasado sin segulr ninguna
et i o anadiendo la. ferminacion regla. y hay que estudidrselos
T am sick —ed al final Heheerd
I play computer games. I go to school
I was sick.
I played computer games. I went fo school
a
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graci
Textbox
They were at home


Como el pasado simple se refiere a eventos que comenzaron y terminaron en un momento definido del pasado,
es comun la presencia de indicadores temporales en este tiempo verbal:

L iI'IME EXPRESSIONS FOR THE PAST TENSE:
el

LAST AGO YESTERDAY
(=pasada) (=hace) (=ayer)
last night 10 minutes ago yesterday
last week an hour ago Yesterday morning
last weekend 3 days ago Yesterday afternoon
last month a week ago Yesterday evening
last year a month ago The day before yesterday
last Monday... a year ago... Yesterday night

Ex. I played basket yesterday afternoon

PRACTICE:
1. Complete with the correct past tense form:
a. Llastyear,we __ (be) at an international IT conference.
b. It___ (be)in Silicon Valley.
c. The keynote speaker __ (be) Sheryl Sandberg, a Facebook CEO.
d. She __ (give) a presentation on women in technology.
e. Apple __ (present) its new accessories for iPhone.
f. They __ (be)amazing!
g. We __ (meet) other developers and ___ (talk) about the new gadgets.

2. Write about you day yesterday. You can use the past tense of the following verbs:
get up — have breakfast — go to college — eat lunch — study for a test — go to the gym — play online games
Remember to use some time references: yesterday morning; in the afternoon, etc.



