MODAL VERBS



Modal Verbs: Characteristics

They are AUXILIARY verbs (they can be used to form negative
sentences and questions)

They are ONLY followed by an infinitive verb without “to” (this is
the main verb)

Generally, they don’t have different time or tenses (past, present,
future) although there are some exceptions

They complete the meaning of the main verb, for example, adding
the idea of possibility, ability, obligation, etc.



Modal Verbs: Some meanings

Modal verbs can be used to express different meanings:

To ask for permission

To express ability

To express obligation

To give advice or suggestions

To express possibility

The following slide shows some examples.



Modal Verbs: Some meanings

I il CAN
ask for permission express possibility

COULD

more formal than can/could MAY

abiltity " MIGHT

add meaning to the verb

MODAL VERBS

obligation
followed by an infinitive

SHOULD _
advice




Modal Verbs: Examples




LET’S PRACTICE!



