[image: Thinking Emoji Icon PNG Free Download]PRESENT SIMPLE OR PRESENT CONTINUOUS ? 
[image: ][image: ]Cuando nos expresamos en español, no siempre lo hacemos en un único tiempo verbal. Muchas veces mezclamos los tiempos, según las situaciones o temas que estemos tratando. Así, puede suceder que estemos pasando por una situación temporal, que rompe nuestra rutina y entonces tengamos que usar dos tiempos verbales, uno para describir la rutina (presente simple) y otro para describir la situación excepcional que salió de la rutina y es temporal (presente continuo). 



             He usually gets up at 7 a.m.                             Today he isn’t getting up. He’s staying in bed.
Podemos ver que la actividad rutinaria, (en azul) está expresada en presente simple.
Por otro lado, la situación excepcional y temporal, está expresada en presente continuo.
Es muy importante entonces tener en claro cuáles son las características de cada tiempo verbal, (cómo se forman; para qué se usan; qué adverbios o adverbiales de tiempo los acompañan, etc.) Estudiemos esta tabla:
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Podemos ver que: el presente continuo suena más temporal mientras que el presente simple suena más permanente. Compará: “I live with my parents” (parents = padres) con “I’m living with my parents.” ¿En qué caso la acción es temporal y en qué caso es permanente?
Vamos a practicar entonces: 
1. Look at the pictures and underline the correct option:
[image: ]
2. Match the questions to the answers:
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1. What do you do?
2. Are you at University?
3. What are you studying?
4. Do you have classes every day?
5. Are you having classes this afternoon?
6. Do you live near the college?
7. How do you go to college?	
	[image: ]


a. I’m studying programming. 
b. No, I don’t.
c. I usually take the bus.
d. I’m a student.
e. No, I’m not. But I’m having classes on Saturday.
f. Yes, I am.
g. Yes, I do. 












ES IMPRTANTE TENER EN CUENTA QUE: 
1) Los verbos de sentimiento o pensamiento NO se usan en presente continuo.
She hates Mondays.   	          She is hating Mondays now. X
My brother has* a new computer.	My brother is having a new computer. X	
I see* you are working hard. 	           I’m seeing you are working hard. X	
      2)   El verbo ‘have’ tiene muchos significados. Cuando tiene el significado de ‘posesión’ NO SE USA EN PRESENTE CONTINUO. Si su significado es ‘have a shower’; ‘have lunch’, ‘have dinner’, si se puede usar en presente continuo. 

Veamos los usos:
I have two memory sticks.                   Nunca:  I’m having two memory sticks. X
She has a shower in the morning.      She is having a shower at the moment. 
They have lunch at home.                   They are having dinner at work this week. 

      3)   el verbo ´see’, con el significado de ‘ver’ NO SE USA EN PRESENTE CONTINUO. Pero este verbo también tiene el significado de ‘visitar’ o ‘tener una entrevista’ con alguien, con este significado sí se puede usar en presente continuo: 

I’m seeing the doctor this afternoon. 
Mr. Thomas is seeing a client at 2.30

EXERCISES:
1. Complete the mini-dialogues with the present simple or the present continuous.
[image: https://as2.ftcdn.net/jpg/02/20/70/57/500_F_220705796_S1PwQ5wGEAhFAwh1L0ulX7zxDUVrHRjZ.jpg]A. Hi Louise! Where ………………………………………… (you / go)?
B: Hi! I…………………………………………………. (go) to college.
[image: The first step to choosing the 'right' college? Ignore the rankings, says  Stanford researcher | Stanford Graduate School of Education]
A: How………………………………………………….(you/go) to college? 
B: I always …………………………………………………. (walk) to college.
[image: http://www.fleemanforsheriff.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/device-laptop-people-1321732-1568x1047.jpg]
A: What ………………………………………………….(they /do)?
B: They …………………………………………………. (download) music.

[image: https://www.oneawards.org.uk/site_assets/images/9cb6ed45b38a64ba8b31f86675bd5444.jpg]A: What …………………………………………………. (Amy /do)?*
B: She’s an engineer. But she …………………………………………………. (not / work) right now. She’s unemployed.
* atención a esta pregunta que no se refiere a lo que Amy está haciendo, sino a su profesión. 
2. Compete the text with the correct form of the verbs in brackets. 
[image: https://www.thebalance.com/thmb/HYdxMZSnwzd2xbeML9yikVHk4qQ=/400x250/filters:no_upscale():max_bytes(150000):strip_icc()/GettyImages-1054713428-5c75b99746e0fb00011bf1eb.jpg]This is Mara. She …………………………… (be) a software developer. She ………………………… (design) and ……………………… (develop) computer games. She ……………………………… (be) from China, but she …………………………… (live) in London. She usually …………………………… (go) to work by train.
At the moment, she …………………………… (not develop) software, she …………………………… (fix) malware. She  ……………………………… (use) SpyHunter. 
This month, Mara……………………….. (take) English classes because she …………………………. (not speak) English very well. 
She ………………………… (like) sports, so at weekends, she usually ……………………………(play) football or …………………………… (go) cycling. 
2. Make 5 (five) wh questions about Mara
     Examples:    What does Mara do? (pregunta por su profesión). 
                           What does she design and develop?

4. Find and correct the mistakes in the following sentences
a. Look! The program doesn’t run.
b. We usually are having English in room 11.
c. The teacher not come today because she’s sick.
d. We always coming to college by bus.
e. John isn’t designing computer games. He’s not a software developer.
f. A: What do you learn this week?
   B: I’m learn about network security.
g. He’s having a new mobile.
h. What time are you usually going to bed?

5. Look at the picture and write sentences in the present simple and the present continuous. Use the questions as a guide.
[image: https://fscomps.fotosearch.com/compc/PHT/PHT642/colleagues-taking-coffee-break-in-stock-photo__paa601000009.jpg]Who are the people?  Where are they? What do they usually do? What aren’t they doing now? What are they doing now?
	buffet – office –    conference room – at home
work – talk – have a coffee write software – develop mobile applications
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1. Peter drives / is driving a taxi in London.
2. He works / is working 12 hours a day.
3. He isn't working / doesn’t work now.

4. He is reading / reads a newspaper.

5. Kate is a teacher. She teaches / is
teaching physics.

. She isnt teaching / doesn’t teach now.

. She has / is having a coffee.

. She learns / is learning Greek because ...

...she is going / goes to Greece every summer.
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present simple

Verdades universales que no
cambian con el tiempo

Dogs bark.
(Los perros ladran)

Situaciones habituales y
hechos que se repiten con
frecuencia.

Igetupat7.
(Me levanto a las 7.)

Va acompafado de los
adverbios de frecuencia.
She is always late.

(Ella siempre llega tarde.)

Con los verbos de
sentimiento o pensamiento.

I hate Mondays.
(Odio los lunes.)

present continuous

Actividades que estan
ocurriendo en el momento
presente.

I am learning English.
(Estoy aprendiendo Inglés.)

Situaciones temporales (no
habituales).

Every summer we go to
England, but this summer we
are staying at home.

(Todos los veranos vamos a
Inglaterra, pero este verano nos
quedamos en casa.)

Va acompafado de
expresiones temporales
relacionadas con el
presente, como now, today
o at the moment.

Where are you living at the
moment?

(¢Ddnde vives ahora?)

No se usa este tiempo con los
verbos de sentimiento o

pensamiento. Eiemplos: like, hate,
love, have (cuando expresa posesién),|
see, hear, etc.





